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Agenda Comparison Grid Template
Use this document to complete the Module 1 Assessment Agenda Comparison Grid and Fact Sheets/Talking Points Brief.
	Healthcare Issue
	Opioids


	Description
	Health Insurance


	Administration (President Name)
	George W. Bush
	Barack Obama
	Donald Trump

	Describe the administrative  agenda focus related to this issue
	Had no significant input in healthcare insurance. 

	Exemptions in the healthcare insurance cover ensured every citizen was included in medical cover depending on age, type of plan, family size, income, and location.
Healthcare insurance is mandatory; defaulting would incur a tax payment.
	Personal exemptions were eliminated, there was significantly slashing of individual income rates, and the standard deductions figures were doubled. 

Health insurance is optional for each citizen.

	Allocation of financial and other resources to this issue
	No healthcare insurance 

	The CMS were designated as the HHS division responsible for the rollout of ACA.
Office of Minority Health under HHS targeted racial and ethnic minority populations to create awareness and ensure enrollment into health plans.

Accountable Care Organizations were instituted to motivate healthcare providers to improve on the quality and reduce costs on care by providing shares in savings.
	The Labor Secretary eased restrictions on short-term health plans.
Plans to withdraw preventive care under the expanded Medicaid.

The Internal Revenue Service would not impose taxes on citizens if they opted against acquiring insurance.


	Notes on Administration’s approach to the issue
	The administration initiated Children’s Health Insurance Program to provide an expansive health insurance cover to low-income households with uninsured children under the age of 19. The program was a success under Bush since it was able to enroll and provide healthcare for the uninsured children. In this regard, they program enrolled 6.1 million children in 2005 compared to 600,000 children in 1998. Also, Bush had a gambit on health insurance that was aimed at aimed at shifting the tax-code to spread private coverage. In this regard, Bush wanted to promote health equity by enabling all Americans access health insurance since the gambit’s framework created new tax deductions. He articulately stated that the traditional tax-code made healthcare insurance more affordable to large employers than small employers and unit households. Consequently, the gambit provided grant money to states that are adopting innovative ways to cover the uninsured population. 
	The administration first focused at covering all their state residents. They then instituted tax penalties to motivate citizens to acquire health plans and to offset the cost of paying for health care of people without insurance. They added $940 billion to the federal budget. The
	The administration opted to repeal the Affordable Care Act, but has only managed to weaken it considerably. The administration allowed individuals to deduct all their insurance premiums from the income tax they owed and permitted the use of HSAs. Health insurance was permitted to be sold across state line. However, average premiums for the Obamacare dropped by 1.5% in 2019 under the Trump government. Empirical evidence from Medicaid and Medicare show that the drop is the only average premium decline since the Obamacare took effect in 2014.  

	General Notes/Comments
	George w. Bush achievement is the drug coverage benefit but no effort in terms of healthcare insurance probably because of the failures of his predecessor.
	The Agenda was to promote all-inclusiveness and find means to cater for the insurance bills by contribution from citizens. The agenda paid specific attention to minority groups and the poor. The initiative exploited those who earned higher than average and did not realize benefits from their cover
	Was motivated to root out the predecessor’s plans. Lifted the taxes imposed on those who lacked medical covers. Instituted competition from medical vendors and suppliers and targets to reduce the high cost of medications by importing medications or and enforcing providers to post product prices beside the product to facilitate awareness.

	
	
	
	


Which administrative agency would most likely be responsible for helping you address the healthcare issue you selected?
The Obama government agenda is the most probable resource in addressing healthcare insurance. The agenda demonstrates all-inclusiveness and promotes awareness of policies and protocols. Obama’s agenda makes health insurance a mandatory task for every civilian and promotes different plans for different persons and families. The administration also allows for provision of temporary cover in cases where the sole breadwinner is incapacitated. These steps illustrate devout nature towards health insurance, thus promoting plans and covers. 
How does the healthcare issue get on the agenda and how does it stay there?
Obamacare initiative was strategically designed to meet their central policy of healthcare insurance with minimal disruptions to the existing healthcare systems by appealing to two audiences; the healthcare industry and the public. They aimed to win the support of major industry players and motivate them to avoid industry-financed opposition. The administration aimed at addressing people’s biggest worries while avoiding changes to the financing arrangements that provided health cover to 85% of the nation’s resident. The agenda stayed because the administration consistently sought to improve on the level of care as its most critical mandate and lowering the budget deficit. 
Who was the entrepreneur/champion/sponsor of the healthcare issue you selected?

President Obama. His healthcare policy was all inclusive. Citizens were eligible to acquire health insurance plans through their employers, Medicaid, Medicare or privately. Exemptions were recognized and they acquired medical cover by purchasing through healthcare insurance exchange and the possibility of federal and state subsidies. His agenda also required insurers to provides rebates for clients with lower benefits and costs of care and limited insurers from excessive and unreasonable increase in rates.
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